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This emerging artist's background in religious
studies brings a state of grace to her
landscape paintings
By Linda Yablonsky

Sarna peopla would say that painting s a spiritual
act, but as a student 15aiael Elgglrw 100k (his ideg
liteerally, Aller antarmg Hareand ern.u;l:r;.l,:ln Iry TEIERE
Bigalow asclhewed & fine-arts magoe in favor of coomn-
parative religion. “The ldeas and maibods o prayer
arecl ritual resoraie profomchy with e practice of
creating arl.” says 1hea Mew York Cily artist. “Through
the process of pair ||i|||J—!|nl| rapeatad marks and
moliors—sormsihing happaens that brings about &
transcendand maomani ”

Though sevglein lorm, Bigelow's modestly scaled
landscape paintimgs shars a powerful stiliness. On
smaoth birch pancls to which sha applies criss-
CROs5ug DrUSNStrokes of gessa, 1he natural world
15 Qigtiled inta cemontal, archilectonic torma, of
ten suggaestineg the
slylizad patterns of
Japanese scresns.
The cogcs, boukdars,
and des typical of her
workcen ba viewed
on several livels—as

Clisg ity hnam (or 3 In
har Mashatian studio, Big-
clow stands iniront of &
wark in prosgres, Sanal
GRoET Wrow, 2007, Thids
Wittawd, 20046, Yelaw fs-
fend, P08, fsfands and Gar
dovs, 2004 Sow Retoiuscgs.

Speciie natural formes, or as vast and Platonic ida-
als of boauty and proporion. "Encountermg my
work 5 similar 10 a parson coming 10 o particular
cifvie ol @ Nilk agaan and again or Seeng 1he kghl at
A certan time ol day,” she axpams “its so familiar
Ll st revar duile The sk,

A laiw, Bigedvw has bean focusing on trees, ax-
poring shadow and Hght and what shae cals “tha
SRacesin bEtwesn,” She's eEpncially ool wl-
ks, wwih their chandelierlike halrdos. “They huee
A |'|1'-:r:i|||'|F|I|1y," she says, “Thay e sad, WEREEY,
lumeraa-—:ailly, (oo, 10 mry eye.”

Falling lpaves feaiure promimently n new pandings
headed tor an ashibition at Manhatian's Soars-
FPaytan Lsallary nhalsea this sprndg. Inonapana,
Ihey seam Lo flutier across an overcast sky ke mi-
grating birgts. “'rmlcoking 1or a I'Dl:ﬂlr'lg ol bEi'-'IU irk=
sicle @ painting, " she says, “ona that will echo the
exparience of looking up and seaing light through
Trees and having ne: Baginairg or and.” In ihe realm
af the speril=—0¢, [or 1hal matter. in art—yow can
hardly get more diving than that. =



